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(see page seven: WATCHMEN) 

Business changes hands
See page two

Being recognized
From a list of well over 100 qualifying albums 
released by Saskatchewan artists this past year, 
Guernsey area native Meghan Bowman’s album, 

WE DELIVER!
Pay by Debit or Credit  

at Your Door

306-365-2555

BIG SCREEN TV  •  COMFORTABLE SEATING  •  LARGE MENU

OUR QUALITY IS OUR RECIPE
RENOVATED – We now have seating so you can dine in!

RECIPE – We have a new & improved pizza recipe!

MORE – Our menu includes more than just pizza; try our  

        chicken, wings, poutine, chicken fries, subs & more!

OFOF

 Subscribe or renew the Lanigan Advisor between Dec. 1 and Jan. 31 and you will be 
automatically entered to win $300 cash! Subscribe or renew for up to three years and 

be entered up to three times! To subscribe or renew: stop by our 
office at 42 Main Street in Lanigan or give us a call at  306-365-2010 or 
fill out a Subscription Request Form online at www.laniganadvisor.com

Win $300 
from the 

n Daniel Bushman

Not only did an artist with 
local roots find herself in the 
top 10 but her album placed 
fifth overall as SaskMusic an-
nounced its Best Saskatch-
ewan Albums of 2016. Fol-
lowing a publicly voted poll, 
Meghan Bowman’s album, 
The Watchmen, tied for fifth. 
From a list of well over 100 
qualifying albums released 
by Saskatchewan artists in the 
past year, an industry jury de-
termined a long list of 42 art-
ists spanning a wide range of 
genres from metal to country, 
roots to ambient electronica. 
From there, the list was pre-
sented to the public for voting 
and after the polls closed, the 
results were tabulated from 
nearly 2,000 individual voters 
from 25 countries.

When Bowman heard the 
news that she had made the 
list and tied for fifth she was 
excited and surprised. “I re-
leased my album independ-
ently, with very little promo-
tion, so I was just excited to 
make SaskMusic’s long list of 
42 albums being voted for the 
top 10.”

With a tremendous 
amount of prairie grown tal-
ent to pick from, Bowman 
said there were many of those 
people that made the list that 
she respects. “I am being 

honest when I say I was just 
honoured to have made the 
top 42. That and the fact that 
people had to vote for me and 
it was not just a list compiled 
by a committee makes it even 
more special. The people de-
cided.”

Cracking the top 10 also 
provided a vote of confidence 
for the Guernsey area native 
who finds herself in a difficult 
industry. “This past year was 
a year of many closed doors 
for me. There were a lot of 
cool things that happened but 
there was some rejection too. 
Being in the top 10 has been 
a great help in promoting my 
album and what I do.”

With the honour of being 
recognized on the list, the tal-
ented artist said more people 
are now aware of her. While 
she will continue to make 
music, Bowman said she is 
also continuing to figure out 
a balance and how to do that 
in this day and age while re-
maining true to herself. 

As for the album The 
Watchmen, which found its 
way to number five, it is a 
collection of songs Bowman 
wrote in a time of struggle 
and loneliness. “I had just 
experienced a stranger walk-
ing up to me on a bus, say-
ing inappropriate things, and 
then treating me like I was his 
girlfriend or something. He 

put his arms around me and 
pulled his fingers through my 
hair. I was terrified and froze. 
I didn’t know what to do. The 
police got involved and called 
it an assault. I just wanted to 
forget the whole thing but I 
couldn’t. I had trouble sleep-
ing, and struggled with feel-
ing safe everywhere I went. 
I began to sit down at my 
piano in the worst moments, 
and just sang it out. The 
songs I wrote in these times 
are some of the songs on the 
album. They aren’t the most 
well crafted songs, some of 
the lyrics may not even make 
sense to some people, but 
they are honest songs.”

Bowman said people can 
also find songs about love 
on the album. “I was really 
questioning love at that time 
and was struggling to believe 
in it. There are songs about 
God on there too. One of my 
favourite lines on the album 
is, “God did you watch? Did 
you see it? Did you think I 
was strong enough? Your 
love is fearless, but I’m afraid. 
Your love is perfect but I’m 
ashamed.” I wrote that line 
directly about my experience 
of assault. Maybe people don’t 
like that line, I’m not sure, but 
it’s honest.”

While the local artist said 
2016 was a continued year of 
growth for her, she said it was 

also a time of following her 
dreams. “The last two and a 
half years have been a roller 
coaster ride . . . dreaming is 
a beautiful thing but walking 
those dreams out is a differ-
ent thing entirely. I become 
stronger every day and I be-
come more okay with who 
I am and who God created 
me to be every day. I have 
also learned how to find joy 
when things seem uncertain. 
I think that is a really import-
ant lesson.”

Part of those dreams have 
also included learning the 
cello, something Bowman has 
been doing as of late. “This 
has been a dream of mine for 

Local artist’s album voted as 
one of Saskatchewan’s best

almost my whole life.”
In addition to playing the 

cello, Bowman is looking for-
ward to 2017. “I think 2017 
contains a lot of possibility 
and I will just keep walking. 
Musically, I hope to keep do-
ing what I am doing. There 
are some opportunities on 
the horizon . . . I have learned 
that it is really important to 
not jump on every oppor-
tunity you receive though. 
That may seem like bad ad-
vice and opposite to what the 
music world would have you 
believe, but it is important to 
take the opportunities that 
aren’t destructive to who you 
are as an artist and say no to 

the ones that are.”
While Bowman is eager 

to see the possibilities that 
await her this year, she is also 
enjoying the fact that her al-
bum is one of the best from 
Saskatchewan in 2016. 

“I appreciate everyone 
who voted for me and those 
who have supported me from 
the get go. Let’s all just keep 
walking!”

Here is the list of albums, 
including Bowman’s The 
Watchmen, that made the top 
10:

-
sion & Doubt (folk/bluegrass; 
Regina);

The Watchmen placed fifth in SaskMusic’s Best 
Saskatchewan Albums of 2016.             
                              – photo courtesy Meghan Bowman
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JANUARY 12TH - 22ND, 2017
MOOSE JAW EXHIBITION GROUNDS

INDOOR RV SALE

HWY 2 E, WATROUS, SK S0K 4T0 
WATROUS SALES: 1 (306) 946-2499 
EMAIL: SUCCESS.RV@SASKTEL.NET 

FOR COMPLETE INVENTORY CHECK US OUT ONLINE!

WWW.SUCCESSRV.CA

MON-SAT: 10AM-7PM | SUNDAY: 10AM-5PM
NO GAMES, 
NO GIMMICKS!
JUST LOW, 
LOW PRICES.

NO PAYMENTS 
UNTIL SPRING

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

Drake School 
Student of the Month

Drake School and the Lanigan Advisor are recognizing a stu-
dent from the school each month and the December Student 
of the Month is Francine Bebita. Francine is the daughter of 
Ramillyn and Christian Bebita and is the youngest of two girls, 
both of whom attended Drake Elementary School. Francine 
is in Gr. 7 (at Drake School) and Sophia is currently in Gr. 11 
at Lanigan Central High School. Francine has been the Drake 
School reporter for two years and enjoys writing stories about 
events at school. She also played volleyball in the fall and has a 
creative, artistic talent. Francine is a top academic student and 
boasts a 95 percent average! We, at Drake School, are all so 
proud of this young lady!
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Horizon announces general 
proficiency award winners

-

-
-

-

-
-

■ submitted by Lion Oz Lutz
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The Lions’ Roar

(from front page: WATCHMEN)


